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And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand re gazing wp into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye hove 
seen him go into heaven.”—Acts 1: 10, II. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOSHUA H. PAUL 


Tux following discourse was delivered by Elder Joshua H. Paul in the 
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Utah, Sunday afternoon, February 18, 1900. 

I am taken very much by surprise, my brethren and sisters, in being 
called to speak before you this afternoon, and I rely largely upon your 
assistance; so that, if you will exercise your faith in my behalf, I trust 
that under the blessings of the Lord I may be able to collect my thoughts 
and to present something that may be approved by the Lord and be bene- 
ficia] to you and to me. 

If I should undertake in one word to characterize the belief of the 
Latter-day Saints, [ should say that the word which expresses their belief 
more, perhaps, than any other single word is, revelation. When you know 
this word and what it means to the Latter-day Saints, I think you know 
their secret. A great writer has said in our day that if you know the 
religious doctrine of a community you know its secret, you know that for 
which it truly lives, you know that which it is aiming at, that which it is 
trying to become. If you know its doctrine, that community cannot 
deceive you with any illusion, neither by its laughter nor by its tears; for 
if you know its religious doctrine, you know the inmost secret of its heart, 
not only that which it is, but that which it is aiming at. 

This belief in revelation is a peculiarly characteristic feature of the 
faith of the people called Latter-day Saints. The tendency to trust in 
inspiration is manifest in every gathering of this people. When from the 
body of the congregation the Elder, unwarned, who, perhaps, has not 
been in a similar position for months, is called up without special pre- 
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paration, to speak to the people, and is expected to say something, if only 
to testify of what God has done for him and what he knows of the Christ» 
it but illustrates the reliance which the people place upon inspiration and 
revelation; for this much is expected of every Elder in the Church. 

To the average man of the world there is something very strange, even 
ghostly, about this term “revelation,” and something altogether super- 
natural and unusual about the term “inspiration ;” yet I do not think it 
should be so. | 

A leading feature of the creed of this people is: 

“We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, and 
we believe that He will yet reveal many great and important things per- 
taining to the Kingdom of God.” 

What we understand by what He has revealed I can make plain in a 
moment. This large volume here—the Holy Bible—we understand to con- 
tain what God revealed to His people in past time, and we believe in it. 
We believe all that God has revealed in past time; but we do not believe 
that this volume, good and precious as it is, contains all that God has 
revealed in the past. Indeed, we know it does not. The book itself 
speaks of a great many revelations of the Lord unto the people of olden 
time, and those revelations are not found therein. Biblical scholars tell 
us that there are perhaps twenty books of revelation, named directly or 
indirectly in the Bible, which have been lost, or at least are not recorded 
in the scriptures, but which should be there if we had the record complete. 
Understand, however, that we do not rely upon any of those which are 
lost; we merely say, even if it were true that God had revealed completely 
His mind and will in time past for all ‘future time, that so many of these 
books have been lost that those we have left are not a sufficient guide. 

We believe, moreover, all that God does now reveal. What we under- 
stand by this is that God has revealed something in these days. He has 
brought to light the record of His dealings with the people upon this 
continent centuries ago, and that record is entitled the Book of Mormon. 
Another thing which has been revealed in these days is the direct word 
of the Lord to the Prophet Joseph Smith; and this word is found recorded 
in the book which we term the Doctrine and Covenants. 

But in addition to believing all that God has revvaled, and all that He 
does now reveal, we believe that He will yet reveal many great and im- 
portant truths relating to the Kingdom of God. We do not suppose that 
we have yet received all the truth. 

The average man of the world, however, if this is not already too much 
for him, is likely to be still further astounded, if not staggered, by the 
next proposition which we wake, and which is current among us, to this 
effect, that not only do we believe all that God has revealed, does now 
reveal, and yet will reveal, through His servants the prophets, but we 
believe that it is the privilege of each member of the Church of Christ 
to receive revelation, inspiration and guidance on his own behalf, and not 
from another. It is comparatively easy to believe that God revealed 
Himself some thousands of years ago. We take up the record of it, read 
it, and say, Yes, I believe that. But it takes a living faith to believe that 
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God has revealed Himself to-day; aye, it takes a living and a growing 
faith to believe that God will reveal Himself to you and to me, if we are 
worthy of it. , 

But what is revelation? The average man of the world, I said, is likely 
to believe that it is something very peculiar; but we do not understand it 
so. I have sometimes made it plain to a class of young people in theology 
by an illustration which, for want of something better at this moment, I 
may give to you. Wedo not suppose that the Lord will come down in 
bodily form and speak to every individual in the Church. We do not 
suppose that He will send His messengers to everyone. We understand 
that angels’ visits are few and far between; and we do not maintain that 
the hosts of heaven have nothing more to do than to be visiting each one 
of us from time to time, as we may desire. That is not exactly what we 
believe in regard to the revelation which is imparted to every member of 
the Church, if he will live for it. Hence, [ have sometimes used an illus- 
tration to make plain what I understand concerning this revelation. Any 
object may be said to reveal itself to us when by some action upon us it 
presents itself to our mind It is perfectly true to say that I am now 
revealing myself to you in what I say. It isa revelation; it has presented 
itself to your mind. It is perfectly true to say that you are revealed to 
me as you sit before me to-day, through my sense of sight. It is perfectly 
true to say that when the choir saug it revealed to those of this audience 
who are musicians a glory of harmony and melody which caused them to 
listen with the utmost attention. But those to whom it was such a 
revelation do not constitute the whole of this congregation. There are 
some to whom the singing of the choir from Sabbath to Sabbath is indeed 
a revelation of beauty, such as they may suppose is found only in the 
heavens. There are others, even in this congregation, to whom the glori- 
ous singing of this choir is no revelation; indeed, it puts them to sleep. 
Is it because there is something wrong with the revelation? No. It 
simply means that some are prepared, by their nature, their training and 
their experience, to receive and understand this revelation of music and 
sweet harmony ; while to others, who are not so divinely attuned, it is simply 
more or less noise, though it is the same revelation exactly as that which 
thrills the lovers of music. If you step out beneath our clear sky on any 
of these nights and look into the heavens, you will find written a revela- 
tion. It would not be a revelation to our American Indian, who genera- 
tion after generation has looked at this revelation, and all that it meant 
to him was a blue arch, set with brilliant stones. If you should tell him, 
contrary to what he supposes, that that blue arch does not go round the 
earth, and that it is not a blue arch, he would look at you like a true 
scientist and ask whether you expected him to deny the evidence of his 
own eyes. But when, some centuries ago,a young man named Kepler 
looked at what was written in the heavens, he did not see any blue arch 
there; he did not see any precious gems set there to sparkle, so as to make 
a pretty sight for us human children to look at. That is not what it re- 
vealed to him. It revealed to him a glorious system, in the depths of 
space, a system of suns, planets and stars. He observed those stars which 
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the ancients called the wanderers, and studied out their motions. He 
found in them the great clockwork of the skies. Coming in from that 
open book of the heavens, which God had graciously revealed to him, he 
wrote it down, and since that day we bave studied bis writing, calling it 
the science of astronomy. It was not because God loved Kepler any more 
than He loved the American Indian that He permitted Kepler to read 
this revelation in the sky, which the American Ipdian could not 

It was pot because Sir Isaac Newton was any better loved of God that he 
was permitted to read the secrets of the universe in this open book of 
revelation which is about us. But it was because these men were better 
prepared to read the revelation. Kepler was so sure that what he had 
studied in the heavens was a revelation of God that he wrote down in his 
book, “O God, I read thy thoughts after thee.” And when they told him 
that it had been decreed by the councils of the bigoted church to burn 
his book and to imprison him for writing it, he said, “My book may well 
wait six hundred years, if necessary, for a reader; for God has waited six 
thousand years for an observer.” The smallest flower that blows in the 
springtime, to some men and wowen is the revelation of an ideal—a beau- 
tiful thing planned by God. The poet Tennyson declared that if he could 
only know what that flower is, all in all, he would then know what God 
and man are. And Asa Gray thought the same thing. But Shelley told of 
a dull farmer in England, Peter Bell, who could look on a flower and see 
nothing in it; and of that dull, plain man, whose thoughts never rose 
above the stolid things of earth, the poet, in utmost contempt, wrote, 


A primrose on the river’s brim 
A yellow primrose was to him, 
And it was nothing more.” 


But to some men a primrose means a vast deal. 

It is the same with any of these revelations. I have known men to pick 
up the book of the sacred Scripture, and to read a chapter therein—a 
chapter filled with harmony, beauty and intelligence, and with the love 
of God to. man—and then say they could see nothing in it. Why could 
they see nothing in it? There was something there, but they were not 
prepared to receive the revelation. 1 know well enough from my own 
experience, that I cannot reveal what little I know to anybody who is 
utterly unlike me. You cannot reveal your thoughts to one of the lower 
animals. You may take such an animal as a chicken, and you cannot 
make it understand anything you have to say. If you come a little higher, 
to such an animal as the dog or horse, which have minds a little more like 
yours or mine, you can make them understand some things. I remember 
when we were driving down the declivity which leads into the Yosemite 
valley ; I was sitting alongside the teamster, who, driving six horses, was 
quite proud of his skill; and he drove down that steep dugway and made 
the turns at a rate which frightened me and made me hold my breath at 
times, while he smiled at my alarm, which I could not conceal, though I 
wanted 12 brave. The point | wanted to show was this: those 


horses did not know anything about the congequenges that would have 
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followéd any wrong move, büt they Had béen trälned th dHUBHTAKG the 
driver's Will $0 far that they knew a ditiglé pull of tHe nus midst ba ed- 
ponded to instantly, and not two br three minutbd lter; and they bad 
sends widugh to respond to the call of propét authority, though they did 
hot ktibw what depeuded upon their prompt Tou sobld not 
have mud those horses understand that if they did hot obey there woald 
bé sixtéeti peopld dished to deatli over that precipice; but thäse Horses 
what gloriots cretitures they wete!—they knew how to obsy. Now, the 
driver could make the horses understahd some thintzs that he revealed to 
them; they could be trained to do certain things; but & gréat thay thihgs 
that he had in his mind thty totild never understhhd and do. It was 
just so With a dog which I saw out here. The shepherd, driving forward 
his sheep, sent hid dog right along at thé édke of the flock, khd the dig kept 
the sheep out of the graih. The dog did hot know that if hé lét the sheep 
run intd the graitt; the food of the family ot of the commtnity—th® bread 
of nations—would be destroyed. You never could hade made him undér- 
stand that; but, though Hb did not know what depended upon hid dbédi- 
ende, he had the rate good sense té do äs he wis told. He did not sit 
down and begin un argutent with his master, sdyihg, “I do not See why 
the sheep cannot just 48 well run into the wheat as into the hheadow;” bat 
he had sense, aiid I like any dog that knows enough td do what hé is told 
without having it all explained to him. I think df 4 tite when we wére 
explaining thé necessity of baptism to the people i the Old World. We 
Were explaining, as best We could, that a man must be born again; that 
the natural an fbceiveth not the things of God, and that he must bp 
born of water and of the Spirit. A freethinker, coming along just théa, 
wanted to know why, “Would it do atiy good tö be dipped in watér? 
Would that wash Away my sins?” Hé said. I do not kudt that it whild; 
but He witited to kilow why God required man to be baptized: it löbked 
like a foolish and unnecessary thing to him. “Why cannot I,” daid he, 
“simply live a good life, and not have to be baptized in order to have my 
sins washed away?” We told him that he could not, because God had 
commanded otherwise. That for us was the end of all argument. I may 
not have understood much more about the reason why we have to be bap- 
tized and have hands laid upon us than he did. From my natural reason, 
cold sse but that the people whom the} UAlled thé Hallélujahs— 
Pebble, 46 T thonght—might be Heht. The} chi 
if you #otld dtly turn to Jesus, the Spitit would chiné dpof you; and one 
man tebtifledd hd it had come upon him while hé was in & saldbb, aha 
How it Had taken Hold of in at extrhdrdinaty at some 
dthet time Krid And theré seemed to he no Stder About it—I Huld not 
wed; I SN; but that méctiod might answer just as well ad baptisti. Bilt one 
thidg 1 did khd®, naititly, that God had cdmiiahded thit we Should be 
baptized; dnd therefore we knew of fib dthét Way. 1 that our 
else wad 4 gbd like that of the dog bf the horde. Wé arb nöt fat 
like God to understatid all His purposes! bht we du undétstan 
some of them. Aid hippy are those who, like that dog Aid thse hotsea 
have aéhse 6hotigh to dé What God tells thém to do, without sitting down 
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and beginning an argument with Him as to the reason for it. When the 
Lord led ancient Israel into the promised land, and they obeyed Him, they 
triumphed. But they came to one city which could not be taken. It was 
the city of Jericho. It had a great wall around it, was defended by 
mighty men of valor, and was well provisioned; and even that general, 
who never smote an enemy except to annihilate them— perhaps the 
greatest general in history—even he did not know how to take it. The 
Lord revealed unto him how to do it; and what do you think the revela- 
tion was? I am inclined to think that if the Lord should give us such 
a revelation, we would not receive it very kindly. The revelation was 
this: that the people were to march around that city once each day 
for seven days, and the priests, who were to lead the procession, were 
to blow on trumpets made of rams’ horns. On the seventh day they 
were to march around it seven times, the priests were to blow upon 
the rams’ horns, and the people were to raise a shout. In this way 
they were promised that God would give them the city. Suppose 
He told us to do that, would we not say, “Why, Lord, the people will 
laugh at us if we go marching around that city seven times, blowing 
on horns. Do not require us to do anything which seems to us absurd.” 
But ancient Israel in that day had enough discernment to know that they 
were to do as they were told; and they marched around the city seven 
times on the seventh day, the priests blew on the horns, the people raised 
a shout, and the walls of that city fell. Was it the blowing on the 
rams’ horns that brought that city down? No. It was the power of 
Jehovah. But if the people had not obeyed the voice of God to them, 
would the city have fallen? No. The effect of their doing this they 
could no more see than the dog could see the effect of his keeping the 
sheep in one place and out of another. He could see no reason for it, 
neither could the people in that day see any reason for marching around 
that city. 
[TO BE CONTINUED.|} 


THE HOME OF AN UNKNOWN RACE. 


One of the many remarkable relics of prehistoric races to be found in 
the upper Ohio Valley is old Fort Ancient, in Warren County, Ohio. 
Grass-grown circumvallations, shaded by majestic trees moss-grown with 
age, and stray mounds containing broken pottery, fragments of bones, 
arrow heads, and buried altars where the sacrificial ashes still linger, mark 
the former home and final burying place of an unknown race. The old 
fort is located close to the banks of the Little Miami, and is surrounded 
by fully five miles of breastwork. . . . The fort is divided into three 
sections; the northern, which is called the New Fort, from indications 
that it was built last; the Middle Fort, which is narrow and had gateways 
and walls dividing it from the others, and is thought to have been designed 
as a citadel; and to the south the Old Fort. Opening into it from the 
Middle Fort is the Great Gateway, which is flanked on either side by a 
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large mound. This central point is perhaps the most interesting of all. 
Bones, weapons, and other signs of human occupancy which have been 
found lying near the surface indicate that a battle once raged at this 
point. In the Old Fort is a part known as the cemetery, where many 
stone graves have been located. When the earth is removed, the stones 
are found in regular order on the top of the grave, making a complete 
covering, and beneath the stones the skeletons are found buried in the 
earth. Weapons and pottery are also found in the graves. The skeletons 
which have been exhumed in the fort, and nearer the surface, are supposed 
to be the remains of those who fell in battle; while a large number of 
human bones found on the west side of the hill under a pile of stones are 
supposed to be the remains of enemies who were interred after the battle. 
The skulls that have been exhumed are of two classes, the long heads and 
the broad heads, which indicate either that two races have occupied the 
fort, or that its occupants were a mixed race. The arrow heads and spear 
heads are of several kinds of flint, red, white, black, and yellow. As flint 
is not found in the vicinity, the natives doubtless procured their supplies 
from other sections. . There is but one natural spring within the 
walls of Fort Ancient, and there has been considerable speculation as 
to where the people obtained their water supply during times of siege. 
At several places there are indications that artificial reservoirs were con- 
structed, and there are also traditions of a subterranean passage to the 
river. . Numerous graves as well as the ash-pits of these villages 
have been opened. Some of the skeletons are well preserved. Bones of 
animals and the antlers of deer have been dug up, and shells of the mol- 
luscs which flourish in the river on whose banks the village stood are 
found in the graves and in ash heaps, showing that they were used as 
ornaments, and that their contents were appreciated as food. The natives 
valued the pearls that these mussels produced, and there is a theory that 
the" great heaps of shells at the mouth of the river were cast there by 
pearl hunters. To the north and south part way down the Fort hill and 
on the hills opposite, are terraces twenty feet in width, which extend dis- 
tances of several hundred feet. These, like the stone pavement which lies 
between the parallel walls, are a puzzle to antiquarians. They are the 
only specimens of pavement known to have been the work of the aborig- 
ines, and two suggestions have been made as to their purpose; one that it 
was used for games, the other that it was a place for sacrifices. . . . . 
There are few Indian traditions which throw any light upon the history 
of these great prehistoric works. As to the age of the Fort, it has been 
asserted by some to be four thousand years old; but the weight of opinion 
is that one thousand will cover its existence. Meanwhile the walls of old 
Fort Ancient, the graves of the moundbuilders, their tools, implements, 
weapons, relics of their spoils and the ashes of their fires, are mute as to 
the origin or destiny of the race.—W. G. InwM, in the Scientyfic American, 


SNEER not at the afflictions of others. It is doubly cruel to beat a 
cripple with his own crutch. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 1900. 


SOMETHING TO DO. 


Some who have been convinced of the fitst principles of the Gospel us 
taught by the Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
and have yielded obedience to the initiatory ordinances, seem to thitk 
that there is nothing further nteded to insure their salvation. This ided 
is 4 lingering remnant of the tradition of ages, which holds on to the mind 
with a tenacity worthy of a better and a more correct principle. 

When John was on the Isle of Patmos he heard a voice, speaking of 
Babylon, saying, Come out of her, my people; that ye be not partakers 
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” Now, if all the 
Saints cannot literally come out of Babylon, they can withdraw thet- 
selves from her practices that are contrary to the laws of the Gospel atid 
to thé principles of righteousness; they can and sh6uld live so as to be in 
communion with the Holy Spirit, which will guide them into all truth. 
The Lord expects much more of the Saints than of the world, for he said, 
Except your righteousness, shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and phatisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” The 
Lord expects that the lives of the Saints will be a livitig testimotiy to the 
world that they are, in very deed, his chosen people, for in the sermon on 
the mount, He admonished them as follows: “Let your light so shine be- 
fore men, that they may see your god works, and glorify your Father 
which is in beuven.“ Then, the conditidn of those who have received the 
light and neglect to be guided by its influence, is far worse than it would 
havé been if they had never heatd the Gospel, for “That servant, which 
knew his lord’s will, and prepared tiot hituself; neither did according to 
his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.“ 

A cérelesstiéss in the new life will surely cause a dying out of that spitit 
of testimony Which comes by the laying on of hands after répentance and 
baptistn, and when this is the case one is standing on dangerous ground. 
Paul, in Heb. 6 chap., explains this principle very forcibly. Beginning at 
the 4th verse he says, “For it is impossible for those who were oméb 
enlightetied, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, and the 
powers of the world to come, if they should fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put him to an open shame.” 

The truth of this saying has been illustrated over and over Again im the 
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history of the Church in this last dispensation, aud in ho instance have 
those who have fallen away and opposed the work of the Lord evér com- 
pletely recovered and regained the favor of the Lord and of the people 
that they held before. | 

The Lord has a great work for His Saints to do in the redemption of 
the human family, both of the living and the dead, for he always brings 
about His purposes through human agency; even the Son of God Hithtelf 
took upoti him a body of flesh in order to perform the part assigned him 
in the grand program of human emancipation from bin and death. Every 
person who has taken upon him the name of Christ bas his or her part ti 
do in bringing about the grand regeneration in this latter dispehsation. 
The Guspél is to be preached to every treature, Israel is to be gathered 
and taught in the ways of the Lord, Zion is to be redeemed, temples arb 
to be built atid ordinancés performed for the living add tht dead, and 
all these through human agency. 

Every individual has a life work within himself, to overcome the false 
traditions of ages and to bring his will into subjection to the will of God, 
that “when he (Christ) shall appear we shall be like him;” and to be 30 
we must be perfect as He is perfect. It is the duty of all to do their part 
towards bringing about that condition of things when every man shall 
meet & brother and a friend, when none shall Hurt nor make afraid in all 
the holy mountain of the Lord, and when righteousness shall cover the 
earth as the Waters covet the mighty deep. 48 


ARRIVALS.— The following named missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per American line s.s. Waesland, March 23, 1900: For the 
British Mission—Matthew A. Miller Salt Lake City; John G. Wheatley, 
Honeyville. For the Scandinavian Mission—Carl A. Carlson, Salt Lake 
City, and Swen Wm. Nelson, Fairview. For the German Mission—Henry 
G. Mathis, Price. For the Swiss Mission—Robt. F. Meyerhoffer, Salt Lake 
City, and Gottlieb Kohler, Midway. | 

Accompanying the Missionaries were Elder Luke Crawshaw of en, 
who came over to visit relatives in England and for art study in ister 
Caroline Briggs of Salt Lake City to meet her husband, er — James 
Briggs of the Manchester Conference, and Sisters Helen C. Buist and 
Mimmi Sjoberg of Salt Lake City to visit relatives and search for gene- 
alogy, the former in Scotland and the latter in Sweden. 


ApPoInTmENTs.—Elder A. T. Hill, who; after laboring more thai 28 
months ih the German Mission and having been honorably released there- 
from, has been appointed to labor in the London Conference. 

Eider Matthew A. Miller has been appointed to labor in the Seottish 
Conference, and Elder John G. Wheatley in the Nottingham Confertmed. 


Noawich onrertnce Notick.—The Latter-day Saints wil) hold their 
Bewi-Annual Uoriference on Sunday, April 8; 1900, in the Gordon Hall, 
Dult Street, Norwich. Services at 10:30 a. m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. The 
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public and searchers after truth are cordially invited to attend. All seats 
free. No collections. 


A PLEASANT VISIT. 


Just as we at “42” were engaged in religious exercises prior to meeting 
on Sabbath morning, we were surprised by the sudden advent into our 
parlor of the Hon. Frank J. Cannon, son of our honored and revered 
President George Q. Cannon. 

Brother Cannon, his wife and daughter, had landed the previous even- 
ing from New York by the s.s. Ztruria, and had courteously broken the 
journey to London for the privilege of renewing old memories, of enabling 
Mrs. and Miss Cannon, while resting, to visit historic “42,” and also to 
enjoy sacramental and general service at the little humble “upper room” 
in Liverpool. 

After dinner the party sallied out to see the streets of Liverpool, visit- 
ing en route the fine Art Gallery, the Exchange Flags, where Nelson’s 
monument stands encircled with its immortal legend, “England expects 
that every man this day will do his duty;“ past the official Town Hall 
residence of the Lord Mayor, then to the now nearly removed St. 
George’s Church at the head of Lord Street, where President Cannon 
in his infancy was christened a member of the Church of England, with 
godfathers and godmothers, as was then and yet is the custom in that 
church. 

In the evening an unusually pleasant meeting both as to congregation 
and speaking was had, and after supper at “42,” a reluctant separation 
took place where sacred memories cluster, and where “counterfeit pre- 
sentments” adorn the walls of a place which is known to tens of thou- 
sands of immigrants, to uncounted families in Zion, and to every mission- 
ary and mission house around the earth. 

We hope our friends will enjoy a visit which combines both business 
and pleasure, and that when both are satisfied they may enjoy more than 
ever the quietude and common interests of Utah and her sister states 
“beyond the rivers and above the hills.” N. 


—— — — — - ͤÆQ—ͤrA — 


A TOUCHING CASE. 


WE accidentally intruded upon the privacy of a little group of ladies 
and without ceremony, seeing tears, we as readily withdrew, but after- 
information revealed a condition which has been far from uncommon in 
this dispensation. One of the young ladies (a very talented songstress 
by the way) had for somewhat over a year been very desirous of baptism, 
but learning that the parents discouraged that step, the Elders in accord- 
ance with well understood principles had persistently declined to attend 
to that ordinance in the case. Coming of age and subject to persecution 
and espionage, the believing convert determined finally to leave her home 
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and find employment elsewhere, which she readily did, but a few weeks 
of persistent coaxing and promises eventually induced return; the orig- 
inal harshness seemed to be overcome and the parents became willing for 
baptism which was not far distant, when from an unexpected source came 
renewed opposition, the remonstrances of a brother (who had been a 
brother indeed), one who petted and catered to the wishes of a sister with 
all the love of an ardent and generous nature; as the day of decision 
drew near he gave the sister to understand that in such event as baptism, 
rupture in the home was inevitable, he or she would have to leave, they 
could not longer live together. 

There is truth in the old expression, Hope deferred maketh the heart 
sick”; sorrow and tears became inevitable, and that love for truth and 
right which should be encouraged and looked upon as a desirable, a grand 
characteristic of human life and action, places all the affections of life upon 
the altar, but opposition says it must not, shall not be. The Elders, while 
glad to find converts, are naturally among the last men to desire divi- 
sion, to dissolve family relations, or to encourage lawlessness or disobedi- 
ence to parents, guardians or superiors; but it does occur that in the exer- 
cise of agency, as far as the Gospel is concerned, it produces results for- 
eign to its essential spirit, though it may be to the content of the convert. 

The Savior promised to His disciples the inestimable blessing of peace, 
without measure and without stint, but He also said, “Suppose ye that 
I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division: 
For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against 
two, and two against three. The father shall be divided against the son, 
and the son against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the 
daughter against the mother,” Luke 12: 51-3, and “a man’s foes shall be 
those of his own household,” Matt. 10: 36, but the promise to those who 
may be called upon to forsake, father, mother, houses, lands, etc., for 
Christ’s sake and the Gospel, is that they shall receive a hundredfold in 
this time, and in the world to come life everlasting. 

Lapses in other directions may be condoned, but to affiliate with “the 
Mormons”—Latter-day Saints, is “the sin unto death,” because of ignor- 
ance, misjudgment and misrepresentation, so the innocent are called upon 
to suffer and the virtuous to be classed as “the offscouring of the earth; 
without any desire on the part of a conscientious girl, with no intent of 
wrong, nay, in fact, with every disposition to conciliate and to maintain 
friendly relations. Religious faith is thus put to its supremest test in 
demonstration of the soul’s love for the Gospel and truth. We may only 
use that magnanimous expression of the Savior, “Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” N. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


ProrgessoR EVAN STEPHENS wrote us as follows from New York, but up 
to date we have not heard of his landing in England: 


“Myself and young Willard Christophersen will leave here on the steam- 
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ship St. Paul, on Wednesday morning, March 14, and hope to land at Sotith- 
aiipton a week later, going from there to London, where we will stay à 
Week or two, after which I expect to go over to my birth-place in Wale, 
atid Elder Christopherson will go to Scandinavia to begin missibnhary 
labor. 

„I do not know just when I may come to Liverpool, but without dotibt 
will see you before my return in the fall or late summer. 

“T will write again letting you know my whereabouts so that I can kebp 
up this worry for you, if you will consent, so long as I am there or of the 
continent.” Welcome! N. 


Ecpgk Taos. Barratt, of American Fork, one of the faithful aids of 
out missionary experience of twenty years ago, has the following tö ‘say! 


“Nearly eighteen months have passed since I last met you near the 

Temple Block, Salt Lake City, at conference time, and it is twenty-two 
years since we had so many pleasant times at 42 Islington. I very often 
look back to those times ‘when I was engaged in my missionary labor in 
the Nottingham and Liverpool Conferences, it is a pleasant part of an 
Elders life to fill a mission to the nations of the earth, to bear testimony 
to those who are in the midst of darkness and know not the truth, to 
inform them concerning the revelations of God to man, in this our day 
and time. For the Elders to do this and take joy in the same, they must 
put themselves right before the Lord, be pure in thought, be humble, be 
prayerful, be honest with themselves, and live so that the light of heaven 
can shine upon them, then they have claim upon the Spirit of the Lord, 
and it will give them power in their labor of love for the good of others, 
though you know these truths as well as I and perhaps better. 
, “I very often come in contact with some of the brethren and sisters 
from the above named conferences, and it gives me much joy to see them 
still strong in the faith of the Gospel. The Saints in our Mountain Home 
are blessed with plenty of the comforts of life, yes, and we have thousands 
of faithful Saints pressing forward in the good work, and I say somg- 
times that we have a great number of Abrahams and Sarahs just as will- 
ing to do God’s bidding, paying their tithing, receiving heavenly blessings, 
seeing that this land is a land of Zion to them. Of course you know that 
the Gospel net gathers all kinds, and some time in the future it will reach 
the shore, and then the good will be gathered for the Master's use, the 
others will just as surely find the place for which they have prepared 
themselves.” 


Exper Tnos. P. Pace writes from Aintab, Turkey, under date of March 
6, 1900, as follows: | 

“I arrived here March 1, and found Brothers Booth and Holdaway. 
Brother Booth has just recovered from the small-pox and Brother Hold- 
Away has been nursing him. 

“After leaving you in Liverpool on December 28, I visited my father, 
brothers and sister in London, and then went on to Hamburg to tebeive 
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instructions from President F. F. Hintze. My passport failing to came, I 
went on to Berlin to await its arrival. After waiting three weeks and its 
failing still to come, I made application to the Embassy at Berlin for a 
passport, and after some little trouble on account of my being a natural- 
ized citizen, received one. From there I went to Dresden staying a few 
days. The brethren and Saints at Berlin and Dresden doing everything 
to make my stay comfortable. 

“From Dresden [ went to Prague with Brother C. C. Richards, staying 
there two days, where I left Brother Richards, he going back to his field 
of labor, and I going to Vienna where I stayed two days, and to Buda 
Pest, where I tarried one day. From there I went to Bucharest, where 
I met Brother Markow, who is opening up afield and expected to 
baptize five persons the week I was there. I stayed there five days. 
Brother Markow’s converts are a many tongued people. He himself being 
a Hungarian Serb, and the converts consisting of a Bulgarian, a Roumanian, 
four Hungarian ladies’ whose mother tongue is Saxish, a German dialect, 
and a Greek. From Bucharest via Constanza and a half days journey on 
the Black Sea brought me to Constantinople. Here I stayed over two 
days, and took ship for Alexandretta, arriving there in six days. Staying 
two days at Alexandretta, I took a carriage three days to Killis, then one 
day on mule back to Aintab, where I met Brothers Booth and Holdaway. 
There is quite a branch of the Church here, all the converts being Arme- 
nians. The people so far as I have seen them appear to be bright in 
many ways, but having virtues and failings different from our own. 

“As an exawple, I visited a family who had a little boy about two years 
old who could talk a little. He would preach and say, ‘Faith, repentance, 
baptism by immersion for the remission of sins,’ etc., making gestures to 
accompany it. He being bashful I promised him a munga, the fifth part 
of one cent, to have him recite. He took it but brought it back in a little 
while saying he did not preach for hire. Of course I suppose his mother 
told him these things; but I have heard and seen many bright little things 
like this among the people.” 


DISTRICT MEETINGS. 


District Meetings of the Latter-day Saints in the Shields district of the 
Newcastle Conference were held at Plimsoll Hall, South Shields, Sunday. 
March 25. The morning meeting was. not large, but the afternoon 
evening meetings were very well attended by both Saints and strangers. 
The meetings were presided over by the Presiding Elder of the branch, 
Christopher Holland. There were in attendance: President F. A. Mitchell, 
twelve Traveling Elders of the Newcastle Conference, and James H. Hol- 
land of the Scottish Conference. 

The meetings were not only well attended by the people, but also by 
that all important prompter, the Holy Ghost, whose Divine influence 
every ane enjoyed in abundance. All had a thorough spiritual feast, and 
much good will result. 
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A Priesthood meeting was held in the same hall on Monday afternoon, 
and a social in the evening. 
F. B. WILIAXS, Clerk of Conference. 


NEITHER CURLOUS NOR ENQUIRING. 


Tue other day the writer was one of four in the same compartment of a 
north bound train, as it swept out from the ancient and classic city of 
Vork; each occupied a corner as is usual among this reticent, self-contained 
and apparently unapproachable traveling population. Ere many miles had 
been covered one of the gentlemen timidly asked if there was any objec- 
tion to their looking at a few pictures, some unmounted photos having been 
received a day or two previous from that gifted connoisseur and artist, 
Mr. C. R. Savage of Salt Lake City. Observation had already determined 
the point of introduction; a fine picture of the interior of the Taber- 
nacle was unrolled and passed to the sergeant of the Salvation Army who 
sat opposite, and who alone bore “outward and visible signs” of his pro- 
fession, with the remark that there it had been our pleasure to hear the 
great organizer and leader of the “blood red banner” forces, General 
Booth; to our surprise but a solitary, “Oh!” was all the comment of the 
moment, meanwhile waiting for something, we eyed the Army man as he 
fumbled the great organ picture and the auditorium between his twitch- 
ing fingers, but not a word of inquiry as to “the General’s” reception, the 
effect of his visit or the status of “the Army” in that far-off locality was 
made; so thinking that “where ignorance is bliss ’tis folly to be wise,” we 
turned to our left and passed the series one by one, mountain and river, 
scenes rural and grand, great buildings and cottage homes until our 
unsolicited and perhaps unappreciated intrusion culminated in the fine 
summer view of the Temple and grounds, and then the group of the 
Presidency and the Twelve. 

We had seen some and heard more of Indian stoicism, of an indisposi- 
tion to express or manifest surprise, but as it gradually leaked out that 
our left hand neighbor was a revivalist bound for Middlesborough on a 
two weeks itinerary evengelistic tour, the Sergeant on a two weeks super- 
visory of the several army groups in the same place, and we for a series 
of district meetings, ditto, ditto, the incongruity of the quartette seemed 
to present itself as a matter of course, and to suggest other tactics if the 
oyster-like condition could be opened. 

The next appeal was to the Sergeant with a query as to the success of 
“army” colonization schemes; one in England was said to be flourishing, 
the one in California, and primarily our inquiry, was languishing, so with 
the hint that the imitative “General” had taken a leaf from President 
Young’s book but without its inspiration, we turned again to the Reverend 
remarking that in our early years we had been Methodistic in our affilia- 
tions, and remembered vividly its leading lights such as Dawson, Newton, 
Rattenbury and others, also Hugh Bourne founder of the Prin, itivea, and 
Spoor one of his sensational revivalists, whose name had been incidentally 
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dropped. We tried for conversation again and again, for inquiry, for com- 
ment, for abuse or misrepresentation, but “the die was cast, the lips were 
sealed; yet, as the two specialists had been expatiating on their great 
success in the ministry, we asked the enthusiastic officer, if he had ever 
known of a convert from among the Latter-day Saints, to which he 
brusquely answered twice over, “No! 1 never have”; although we ven- 
tured one more inquiry as to the workings of an evangelistic trip and 
the distribution of its results, information was the aim, and neither 
disposition to blame or comment was in our mind, but in a somewhat 
irregular way we understood that every convert fills in a card which 
gives his or her residence with other particulars as to their minister or 
church, previously converted or otherwise, at the end of the season 
these are classified and transferred to the ministers or churches indicated, 
who are presumed to look up all such penitents whether previously recog- 
nized or not, and see to their cultivation and establishment in the faith. 

With the query as to how this would have been answered on the day of 
Pentecost upon our lips, we ran into our destined station, barely having time 
to remark that a prior engagement would prevent our visiting the Reverend 
Mr. Booth’s meetings, and he being also engaged precluded his acceptance 
of an invitation to visit us, we passed out into the busy streets, our reflec- 
tion being that neither phenomenal teaching, nor phenomenal success, nor 
phenomenal pictures can phase men steeped in indifference and wedded 
to routine, when making merchandise of the souls of men. 1 


— 
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CHRISTIAN QUALITIES. 


CERTAIN qualities of character are essential to a Christian. One is 
justice, not merely in the sense of fairness, important though that is, 
but justice in the sense of loyalty to the truth. Another is humanity, 
appreciation of and fidelity to the highest interests of others, including 
benevolence and all helpfulness of which there is need. Another is in- 
tegrity, that individual erectness and steadiness of character which is 
strong enough to resist the assaults of evil, active to do all possible good, 
and sturdy and self reliant in everything. Another is obedience to rulers, 
not necessarily as if they were superior in intellect or heart, but because 
authority is of God, obedience to constituted authority properly is ordained 
of God, and disregard of law and good order, however gratifying to the 
individual, and even when one’s rulers are not in all respects ideal, would 
be to introduce anarchy into society with all its terrible perils. The 
Christian must be obedient to authority. Yet all these qualities are 
often illustrated in those who are not Christians. No one can be a 
Christian without them, but to possess them without something in addi- 
tion is not necessarily to be a Christian. What then is it which is dis- 
tinctive of the Christian? It is reverence for God. It is loyalty to the 
divine fatherhood, to the divine mercy and the force of the divine ex- 
ample and life as illustrated in the redeeming life of Christ.—7he Congre- 


gationalist. 
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